
For Immediate Release 

Niagara Falls City School District  

DISTRICT CONDUCTS WATER TESTING 

To protect public health, the New York State Department of Health (NYSDOH) requires that schools test drinking 
water for lead. If lead is found at any water outlet at levels above 15 parts per billion (ppb), the NYSDOH requires 
specific action be taken to reduce the lead. The District is happy to comply with this law, and ensure the health and 
safety of all students and staff. 

The District has been conducting this testing in all its schools; a small number of water outlets initially show a cause 
for further testing. State protocol requires every site indicating a higher than acceptable level of lead be retested and 
remediated if a second test confirms the presence of lead in unacceptable levels. 

In any case where more than 15ppb are found in any location in a school, parents will be notified and re-testing will 
occur. 

At Hyde Park, 77 water samples were tested; 10 showed lead levels above the 15 parts per billion (ppb) action level. 
In other words, 87 percent of the water outlets tested did not have any lead problems. The 10 water sources were 
taken out of service until further testing or remediation; these sources are indicated with signage.   After the second 
round of lead testing, all Hyde Park School water sources have been cleared and fall below the 15 ppb threshold. 

At Henry J. Kalfas Magnet Elementary School, had only one out of the 63 taps exceed a threshold of 15 parts per 
billion. The lone sink that tested above is located in the kitchen.    

After a second lead test on the one water source at Kalfas,  all sources are below the 15 ppb threshold.   

At Maple Avenue School, one of 33 water outlets showed ppb of above 15; at Cataract Elementary School, six of 65 
outlets showed ppb of above 15. These will be retested according to State protocol. 

At 79th Street, out of 82 samples taken, 12 showed ppb of above 15. Again, those water sources were taken out of 
service until further testing or remediation; these sources are indicated with signage.   

At Abate, 18 of 158 samples tested above 15 ppb. These will be retested according to State protocol. 

At Niagara Street School, three samples out of 140 samples tested above 15ppb. These will be retested according to 
State protocol. 

At GJ Mann School, three samples out of 105 samples tested above 15ppb. These will be retested according to State 
protocol. 

Testing on a building used by the Maintenance Department (maintenance barn) showed no levels above 15 ppb. 

At the Community Education Center, seven samples of 45 tested above 15ppb. 

At the Administration Building, 11 of 239 samples tested above 15ppb. 

In each case, affected sinks are labeled with visible signs and the Health Department has been notified. A letter 
indicating such will be mailed to parents. 

  

Is Our School’s Drinking Water Safe? Yes, our schools’ water is safe. 



  

The areas where lead levels exceeded 15ppb at Hyde Park School include: 

  

A sink in the bathroom of classroom 2. It had a reading of 78.1ppb. 

The bubbler in classroom 3. It had a reading of 22.7ppb. 

The sink in the handicapped bathroom. It had a reading of 39.7ppb. 

A sink in classroom 11. It had a reading of 18.4ppb. 

The drinking fountain in the Boy’s gym. It had a reading of 23.5ppb. 

The sink in the PEG kitchen. It had a reading of 156ppb. 

The drinking fountain in the corridor outside the gym. It had a reading of 17.4ppb. 

The sink in the men’s restroom outside the Speech room. It had a reading of 105ppb. 

The sink in the Speech room. It had a reading of 26.1ppb. 

The hose bib outside of classroom 5. It had a reading of 30.7ppb. 

  

The areas where lead levels exceeded 15ppb at Kalfas School include: 

            Kitchen sink adjacent to hallway It had a reading of 25ppb. 

  

The areas where lead levels exceeded 15ppb at Maple Avenue School include: 

            Kitchen, Far Left Corner from café doors. It had a reading of 18.2ppb. 

  

The areas where lead levels exceeded 15ppb at Cataract Elementary School include: 

            Kitchen Hand Washing Sink. It had a reading of 22.0ppb. 

Cafeteria Drinking Fountain Drinking Fountain. It had a reading of 29.4ppb. 

Drinking Fountain, Hall Outside Room 184. It had a reading of 40ppb. 

Hose Bib Outside Room 120 Hose Bib It had a reading of 20.5ppb 

Hose Bib Outside Main Entrance. It had a reading of 380ppb. 

Hose Bib Outside Room 178 Hose Bib. It had a reading of 128ppb. 



The areas where lead levels exceeded 15ppb at 79th Street Elementary School include: 

Classroom 101, Bathroom Left Sink. It had a reading of 15.5 

Basement, Bathroom Small Sink. It had a reading of 19.7 

First Draw Basement, Bathroom Large Low Sink. It had a reading of 337 

First Draw Girl’s Coach Office, Adj to Gymnasium Sink. It had a reading of 16.6 

First Draw Wmn’s Bathroom, Adj to Classroom 212 Sink. It had a reading of 19.4 

First Draw Guidance Office, Adj to Library Sink. It had a reading of 37.5 

First Draw Ext of Cafeteria / Storage Room Hose Bib. It had a reading of 97.6 

First Draw Ext of Classroom 105 Hose Bib. It had a reading of 34.6 

First Draw Ext of Classroom 102 Hose Bib. It had a reading of 1030 

First Draw Ext of Classroom 107 Hose Bib. It had a reading of 89.8 

First Draw Ext of Classroom 109 Hose Bib. It had a reading of 1600 

First Draw Ext of Clinic / Classroom 111 Hose Bib. It had a reading of 733. 

The areas where lead levels exceeded 15ppb at Abate Elementary School include: 

 First Draw Room 105 Sink. It had a reading of 15.5 

 First Draw Room 110 Sink. It had a reading of 38.6 

 First Draw Room 122 Sink. It had a reading of 65.4 

 First Draw Room 124-D Sink. It had a reading of 47.3 

 First Draw Room 158 Sink. It had a reading of 36.8 

 First Draw Room 157 Sink. It had a reading of 271 

 First Draw Room 157 Bubbler. It had a reading of 95.4 

 First Draw Room 163 Bubbler. It had a reading of 18.1 

 First Draw Room 175/176 Sink. It had a reading of 75.7 

 First Draw Room 248 Sink. It had a reading of 23.5 

 First Draw Room 202 Bathroom (south end of room). It had a reading of Sink 53.0 

 First Draw Room 202 Bathroom (north end of room) Sink. It had a reading of 15.9 

 First Draw Exterior East Courtyard Hose Bib. It had a reading of 20.2 



 First Draw Exterior South Wall Hose Bib. It had a reading of 41.6 

 First Draw Exterior Door 1 East Hose Bib. It had a reading of 196 

 First Draw Exterior Door 1 West Hose Bib. It had a reading of 393 

 First Draw Exterior Northwest Wall Hose Bib. It had a reading of 277 

 First Draw Exterior South Wall Hose Bib. It had a reading of 67.0 

The areas where lead levels exceeded 15ppb at Niagara Street Elementary School include: 

First Draw Kitchen Sink Closest To Employee Room C106 Sink. It had a reading of 15.9. 

111.8-122 First Draw Kitchen Sink Closest to the Door Adjacent to the Dry Storage Room C107B Sink. It had a 
reading of 112. 

111.8-127 First Draw Generator Area Hose Bib Hose Bib. It had a reading of 23.4. 

A second round of testing at NSS indicates no levels above 15ppb. 

The areas where lead levels exceeded 15ppb at GJ Mann Elementary School include: 

First Draw Custodian’s Office Sink. It had a reading of 19.0 ppb 

111.3-97 First Draw Kitchen, Brown Sink. It had a reading of 78.4 ppb 

111.3-99 First Draw Kitchen, Steamer Sink. It had a reading of 20.4 ppb 

  

The areas where lead levels exceeded 15ppb at CEC include: 

Men’s Lavatory Sink Across the Hall from Office.  It had a reading of 144 Sink 28.5. 

Room 104 Sink.  It had a reading of 299. 

Room 104 Bubbler Bubbler.  It had a reading of 142. 

Room 109 Left Sink. It had a reading of 18.6. 

Storage Closet Next to Room 102 Sink. It had a reading of 47.7 

Room 201 Library Sink. It had a reading of 17.6. 

Basement Slop Sink.  It had a reading of 53.4. 

  

The areas where lead levels exceeded 15ppb at the Administration Building include: 

   Room 212 Sink. It had a reading of 26.7 



   Room 214 Sink. It had a reading of 35.8 

   Room 214 Bubbler. It had a reading of 17.3 

   Room 106 Sink. It had a reading of 29.1 

   Room 109 Sink. It had a reading of 194 

   Room 109 Bubbler. It had a reading of 60.9 

   Room 109 (bathroom north side of room) Sink.  It had a reading of 15.5 

   Room 109 (bathroom south side of room) Sink.  It had a reading of 38.0 

   Sign Shop Sink.  It had a reading of 55.3 

   Copy Room Sink.  It had a reading of 17.9 

   Exterior (north exterior) Hose Bib. It had a reading of 1190 

The areas where lead levels exceeded 15ppb at Gaskill Prep include: 

The sink in room 406. It had a reading of 22.3ppb. 

The hose bib in room 405. It had a reading of 18.7ppb. 

The sink in room 322. It had a reading of 24.6ppb. 

The Well Fill in the Cafeteria. It had a reading of 20.2ppb. 

The Sprayer in the Kitchen. It had a reading of 19.1ppb. 

The sink in room 101. It had a reading of 16.2ppb. 

The sink closest to the door in room 105. It had a reading of 24.7ppb. 

The sink furthest from the door in room 105. It had a reading of 34.0ppb. 

The sink in room 107. It had a reading of 20.0ppb. 

The areas where lead levels exceeded 15ppb at LaSalle Prep include: 

  

Room 320, sink to left as entering room Sink. It had a reading 20.0 ppb 

Room 201A, closest to the door Sink. It had a reading 38.4 ppb 

Room 201, farthest from the door Sink. It had a reading 67.5 ppb 

Room 215B Sink. It had a reading 75.7 ppb 

Room 119 Sink. It had a reading 20.1 ppb 



Football Room, first sink on left as entering the room Sink. It had a reading 31.9 ppb 

 
At NFHS, 36 of 379 tested sites had above 15ppb. 

The areas where high lead levels were found include: 

  

The sink in the Copy room 320. It had a reading of 15.7ppb. 

The sink in room 131 (hood, east side of room). It had a reading of 59.2ppb. 

The sink in room 141 (hood, north side of room). It had a reading of 54.1ppb. 

The sink in room 111 (hood). It had a reading of 106.0ppb. 

The sink in room 111 (back room). It had a reading of 49.0ppb. 

The sink in room 121. It had a reading of 293.0ppb. 

The hose bib outside room 115. It had a reading of 16.5ppb. 

The hose bib outside room 117. It had a reading of 23.1ppb. 

The hose bib outside room 116. It had a reading of 17.0ppb. 

The hose bib outside room 122. It had a reading of 140.0ppb. 

The hose bib outside room 126. It had a reading of 47.9ppb. 

The hose bib outside room 127. It had a reading of 278.0ppb. 

The hose bib outside room 121. It had a reading of 109.0ppb. 

The hose bib outside room 137. It had a reading of 205.0ppb 

The hose bib outside room 136. It had a reading of 34.4ppb. 

The hose bib outside door 8. It had a reading of 221.0ppb. 

The hose bib outside room 146. It had a reading of 100.0ppb. 

The hose bib outside room 147. It had a reading of 318.0ppb. 

The hose bib outside exterior door 6. It had a reading of 50.7ppb. 

  

The water main flush in the hot box. It had a reading of 63.3ppb. 

The sink in room 211 (hood). It had a reading of 98.5ppb. 



The sink in room 221 (hood). It had a reading of 29.5ppb. 

The sink in room 260. It had a reading of 36.4ppb. 

The sink in room 231 (hood). It had a reading of 87.6ppb. 

The sink in room 231 (back room). It had a reading of 16.0ppb. 

The sink in room 331 (hood). It had a reading of 46.5ppb. 

The sink in Women’s Restroom near room 320. It had a reading of 18.6ppb. 

The sink in room 320 (hood). It had a reading of 31.5ppb. 

The sink in room 311 (storage). It had a reading of 37.2ppb. 

The sink in room 321 (left side window sink). It had a reading of 291.0ppb. 

The sink in room 321 (center left door sink). It had a reading of 16.8ppb. 

The sink in room 321 (hood). It had a reading of 16.7ppb. 

The sink in room 441 (hood). It had a reading of 71.2ppb. 

The sink in room 440 (hood). It had a reading of 115.0ppb. 

The sink in room 431 (prep room). It had a reading of 152.0ppb. 

The sink in room 421 (hood). It had a reading of 45.6ppb. 

 
Superintendent Mark Laurrie points out that results from all District buildings are still coming in. 

“As we get the results of testing we will take the appropriate action to comply with State laws and, more importantly, 
to ensure the health and safety of students and staff,” he said. “We are encouraged that so far we see a relatively low 
number of areas of concern and many of those are sinks and hoses—places that are not used for drinking or 
cooking.” 

“Of those testing above the threshold, so far we do not see any drinking fountains or other areas of student contact 
that greatly exceed the threshold.” 

Testing will continue in coming days. 

NOTE: For most current information, please visit each school's homepage  

After a second round of testing at Niagara Street, Mann, Cataract, Kalfas, Hyde Park and Maple, all water sources 
tested for lead are now clear and appropriate for use. 

   

 


